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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 
 
 
Aloha e Waipahu Intermediate ‘Ohana, 

Welcome back! We hope everyone had a restful summer and the opportunity to spend 
much needed time with your ‘ohana. This summer, we have been carefully planning the 
opening of school year 2020-21 as we deal with new sets of safety measures due to 
COVID -19.  We ask for your patience and understanding as we roll out our plan as 
things will change given the ever changing number of new identified COVID - 19 cases 
and as our State opens up to more and more and opens up travel into Hawaii.  

Waipahu Intermediate School (WIS) understands that the best learning takes place 
when students and teachers have as much interaction as possible. Waipahu 
Intermediate School also understands the health and safety of our students, faculty, 
staff, and the greater community is of utmost importance. Although there are differing 
opinions on the seriousness of the COVID-19 virus, Waipahu Intermediate School will 
walk on the side of caution and focus on health and safety as what is most important. 
This may not be a popular choice with everyone, however, we at Waipahu Intermediate 
School will always put our students’, faculty and staff, and community’s health and 
safety first.  

As WIS moves forward, we will continue to align with the Hawai‘i Department of 
Education, the Hawai‘i Department of Health, the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention, and our governing agencies. Moreover, although there are varying levels of 
safety procedures from each agency, WIS will continue to choose only the safest of 
measures and will follow the 6-foot social distancing requirements and having all 
persons on campus wear face coverings at all times. 

Please understand that our concern for the health and safety for our students also 
includes our community. We understand there will be impacts on the everyday teaching 
and learning process in school and at home.  With safety as a priority we will make 
every effort to make things as least intrusive and implement what makes the most 
sense to the school community at large. 

Mahalo for your patience and understanding during these ever changing times. 

Sincerely, 
Randell Dunn, Principal 
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INTRODUCTION 
 
 
The emergence of the novel coronavirus pandemic in late 2019 and its global spread 
through early 2020 forced Waipahu Intermediate School, like other schools around the 
world, to reevaluate nearly every aspect of its educational practices. Across the school, 
teachers, staff, parents and students have demonstrated extraordinary resilience in 
adapting to new and often challenging conditions. As health conditions improve in 
Hawai‘i and businesses and schools prepare to reopen, we look forward to once again 
welcoming students, faculty and staff back to our beautiful campus. We understand that 
this transition back to school may come with concerns and complexities, and we are 
committed to reorienting your child(ren) to the new school year in the safest and most 
supportive way possible.  

WIS plans for all students to be educated through a modified two track schedule. This               
means that students will be placed on 1 of 2 tracks (RED or GOLD) and come to school                  
on alternating days. There will be exceptions for certain students who will require             
additional attendance. These students will be notified individually of these exceptions. 
 
As directed by the State Department of Education, the first 9 days will be half-days of 
school. To preserve the health and safety of the learning community, WIS will transition 
all students in with the first 4 days of school at 25% of the student population attending 
each day. The following week, WIS will then expand attendance to 50% capacity while 
maintaining 6’ social distancing guidelines. WIS will then continue at 50% capacity for 
the remainder of the year. However, if it becomes necessary, we may return to 25% 
capacity as flexibility is key in keeping everyone safe during this pandemic.  Please see 
pages 6-7 for more details pertaining to the first 9 days of school and the remainder of 
the school year. 
 
 

 
Read through this manual carefully and visit the first link for questions you may have. 
If your answer cannot be found there, please visit the second link and we will post 
your questions and answers to the “Frequently Asked Questions” link as soon as 
possible. 
 

1. Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs): https://bit.ly/WISopeningFAQS 
2. Ask your questions here: https://bit.ly/WISParentQuestions 

 

2 

https://bit.ly/WISopeningFAQS
https://bit.ly/WISParentQuestions


 

ABOUT COVID-19 
 
 
COVID-19 is a virus spread from person to person, primarily through respiratory 
droplets or by transferring the virus from surfaces and objects to the mouth, nose or 
eyes. While many aspects of the virus are not yet understood, the most effective 
measures against transmission are quarantining and contact tracing for those who are 
infected, as well as social distancing and frequent hand washing for the general public. 
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and Hawai‘i State Health 
Department also recommend face coverings when unable to maintain a distance of 
more than six (6) feet. Additional guidance for minimizing the spread of COVID-19 at 
home and in the school setting is available through the CDC website.  
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HIDOE CORE ASSUMPTIONS FOR REOPENING SCHOOLS 
(6/24/20) 

 
 
The Core Assumptions for Reopening Schools shall serve as the guiding principles to 
support decision-making throughout the HIDOE tri-level structure as schools, complex 
areas, and state offices navigate the changing circumstances in Hawaiʻi and collective 
impacts on our public school system. 
 

1. The core operations of public education and school models must be adjusted 
according to the impact level of the public health emergency identified for the 
community. Impact levels may vary by county. The matrix below displays the five 
levels of impact as described by the Governor's Reopening Hawaiʻi Plan and the 
potential changes in the HIDOE's operations in opening schools. 

Stay at Home 
(Major Disruption) 

Safer at Home  
(Moderate 
Disruption) 

Act with Care 
(Minor Disruption) 

Recovery 
(Minimal 
Disruption) 

New Normal 
(No Disruption) 

Online distance 
learning and 
instructional 
packets 

Distance learning 
will continue. 
 
Face-to-face 
instruction is 
provided in 
compliance with 
CDC and DOH 
guidelines for 
vulnerable learners 
for whom online 
learning is not 
appropriate. 

Distance learning 
will continue. 
 
Face-to-face 
instruction is 
provided in 
compliance with 
CDC and DOH 
guidelines for 
vulnerable learners 
and early grade 
levels (K-2; SPED 
PreK).  
 
Based on an 
evaluation of 
operations, 
personnel, and 
facilities, 
face-to-face 
instruction may 
include additional 
groups of students. 

Face-to-face 
instruction in 
compliance with 
CDC and DOH 
guidelines is 
allowable for all 
students. 
 
Blended learning 
and distance 
learning may be 
used to reduce 
the number of 
students on 
campus to enable 
social distancing.  

All students are 
allowed back on 
campus. 
 
HIDOE will 
continue to 
monitor the public 
health situation for 
any changes.  
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2. School year 2020-21 will include 180 instructional days with an array of delivery 
instructional models that are developmentally appropriate to the needs of 
learners, adhere to the health and safety guidelines, and consider the unique 
conditions of the community regarding the impact of COVID-19.  
 
 

Target start dates: 
1. Teachers – July 29, 2020 
2. Students – August 4, 2020 

 

Delivery of instruction:  
1. In-class 
2. Blended learning 
3. Virtual/online 

 

○ Pursuant to the BOE resolution adopted on June 18, 2020:  
"BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board decrees that the 
Department may consider distance learning and hybrid learning equivalent 
to in-person learning for purposes of calculating instructional days and 
student hours and meeting the requirements of Section 302A-251, HRS, 
provided that the Department issues clear directives to schools and 
guidance to families and the public regarding how Department schools 
must calculate instructional days and student hours in distance learning 
and hybrid learning settings…" 
 

3.  School models will reflect a culture of care that is consistent with the BOE 
principles of giving hope, acting with kindness, and working toward togetherness. 
Thus, school models will demonstrate: 

 

○ Adherence to the health and sanitation directives to ensure the health and 
safety of our students, employees, families, and community members.  

○ Priority for students who have challenges with online learning or need 
additional support to be successful academically for on-campus learning.  

○ Flexibility as schools address facilities and workforce capacity and health 
and safety guidelines to provide supervision and optimal learning 
conditions for their most vulnerable students. Models will be designed to 
align within a complex area to support families with learners in multiple 
schools to the greatest extent possible. 
 

4. Accommodations, in compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), 
will be provided for teachers, administrators, school staff and students who are at 
heightened risk for severe illness from COVID-19 due to their age or other health 
conditions. 
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WAIPAHU INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL OPENING PLAN 
 
 
First 2 Weeks of School - August 4 - August 14: 
 
As mandated by the HIDOE, the first 9 days of school will be half days for student 
attendance. This time will be used for: 
 

● Review and assessment of individual student academic needs  
● Faculty planning, training, and professional development to adjust to new school 

protocols and prepare classrooms for new safety measures  
 
School will be in session from 8:00 am to 12:25 pm with appropriate breaks and 
students will be served a “grab and go lunch” to take with them as they exit campus. 
Lunch service will be from 12:25 - 12:55 pm. Please pay close attention to the following 
dates and groups: 
 

● Aug 4, 2020 Red Track - 8th graders only (Last name alphas A-J) 
● Aug 5, 2020 Gold Track - 8th graders only (Last name alphas K-Z) 
● Aug 6, 2020 Red Track - 7th graders only (Last name alphas A-K) 
● Aug 7, 2020 Gold Track - 7th graders only (Last name alphas L-Z) 
● Aug 10, 2020 All Red Track Students 
● Aug 11, 2020 All Gold Track Students 
● Aug 12, 2020 All Red Track Students 
● Aug 13, 2020 All Gold Track Students 
● Aug 14, 2020 All Red Track Students 

For the first week of school, advisory assignments will be posted at numerous stations 
across campus. Students will then receive their full schedules in advisory. 
 
Remainder of the School Year -  August 17 - May 28: 

In creating a safety first learning context, WIS will operate at 50% capacity and follow 6’                
social distancing guidelines. WIS is preparing to open to all students to be educated              
through a modified two track schedule. This means that students will be placed on 1 of                
2 tracks (RED or GOLD) and come to school on alternating days.  

Red Track:  
● 7th graders with last name alphas A-K 
● 8th graders with last name alphas A-J 
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Gold Track:  
● 7th graders with last name alphas L-Z 
● 8th graders with last name alphas K-Z 

 
School will be in session Monday through Thursday from 8:00 am to 2:10 pm and 
Fridays from 8:00 am to 12:55 pm. Friday’s lunch period will begin at 12:25 pm and will 
be “grab and go.” Lunch service will end at 12:55 pm. Once students receive their lunch 
they will be permitted to leave campus. Students who catch the school bus home will be 
allowed to take their lunch with them and eat at home. Lunches cannot be eaten on the 
school bus. 

Beginning August 17, 2020, students will attend school 2-3 days per week based on              
their track designation. 

● Every Monday/Wednesday RED track will attend. 
● Every Tuesday/Thursday GOLD track will attend. 
● Fridays flip-flop between the two tracks. 

If a holiday falls between Monday thru Thursday, the Friday for that week will be used to                 
replace the lost day. 

Please click on the appropriate school calendar link to see your child(ren)’s specific             
track rotation. 

RED TRACK: 
https://bit.ly/WISRedTrack 

GOLD TRACK: 
https://bit.ly/WISGoldTrack 

ALL TRACKS: 
https://bit.ly/WISCalendar 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7 

https://bit.ly/WISRedTrack
https://bit.ly/WISGoldTrack
https://bit.ly/WISCalendar


 
 
 

WIS BELL SCHEDULE 
 
 
Monday - Thursday 
 
Time Minutes Mon, Tue, Wed, Thur 

7:55 - 8:00 5 Passing 

8:00 - 8:05 5 Class 1/Morning Business 

8:05 - 8:50 45 Class 1 

8:50 - 8:55 5 Passing 

8:55 - 9:40 45 Class 2 

9:40 - 9:55 15 Break 

9:55 - 10:00 5 Passing 

10:00 - 10:45 45 Class 3 

10:45 - 10:50 5 Passing 

10:50 - 11:20 30 Class 4/Lunch 

11:20 - 11:25 5 Passing 

11:25 - 11:55 30 Class 4/Lunch 

11:55 - 12:00 5 Passing 

12:00 - 12:30 30 Class 4/Lunch 

12:30 - 12:35 5 Passing 

12:35 - 1:20 45 Class 5 

1:20 - 1:25 5 Passing 

1:25 - 2:10 45 Class 6 
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Friday 
 
Time Minutes Friday 

7:55 - 8:00 5 Passing 

8:00 - 8:30 30 Class 1 

8:30 - 8:35 5 Passing 

8:35 - 9:05  30 Class 2 

9:05 - 9:10 5 Passing 

9:10 - 9:40 30 Class 3 

9:40 - 9:45 5 Passing 

9:45 - 10:15 30 Class 4 

10:15 - 10:30 15 Break 

10:30 - 10:35 5 Passing 

10:35 - 11:05 30 Class 5 

11:05 - 11:10 5 Passing 

11:10 - 11:40 30 Class 6 

11:40 - 11:45 5 Passing 

11:45 - 12:25 40 Advisory 

12:25 - 12:55 30 Lunch/Grab and Go 
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OUR APPROACH TO “SAFETY FIRST” 
 
 
Waipahu Intermediate School recognizes that the ideal teaching and learning 
environment is one in which students and teachers are able to interact with each other 
face-to-face, daily. We also recognize the vital importance of creating a campus 
environment that addresses the health and safety concerns of our students, faculty and 
staff. Our return to campus plan seeks to do both, providing a guide for our school 
community to follow in the upcoming school year.  
 
It is a plan that invests heavily in the critical levels of a safe return to campus, including 
a robust set of stringent health and safety measures. It is also a plan that is designed to 
allow the school to adapt to the changing conditions of the pandemic and still provide for 
the continuous education of our students.  
 
While it is difficult to predict the ways in which our current health context might change 
in the future, one thing is constant – our steadfast commitment to the ongoing growth 
and learning of our students. Across the school, our dedicated faculty and staff are 
redoubling their efforts to prepare for the new school year.  
 
Safety  
 
WIS’s highest priority is the health and well-being of not only its students, faculty and 
staff, but the entire community. We believe that a healthy environment is ultimately a 
secure environment, one in which students, teachers and staff are able to thrive. We 
also believe that we have an obligation to support the health of the broader community 
– from our own families to those around our state. At all times, we will seek to align our 
measures with guidance from the Department of Health and the Centers for Disease 
Control.  
 
Campus, classrooms and offices will be cleaned and disinfected on a daily basis with 
high traffic areas cleaned more frequently. Each classroom will be equipped with 
adequate cleaning supplies, including disinfecting spray, sanitizer and paper towels.  
 
At WIS, we will minimize access and limit nonessential visitors, volunteers, and use of 
facilities permits. Appointments will be required (in person and online) to properly 
schedule and maintain health and safety measures and shall restrict access to the 
campus for those individuals exhibiting any symptoms of illness.  
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As a precaution, any employee, student, or campus visitor who becomes ill on campus 
may be separated from the general population as we work with the Department of 
Education and the Department of Health to ensure the safety of all. Faculty members 
and students who may test positive for COVID-19, will need to provide medical 
clearance prior to any return to work/school.  
 
On Campus Instruction  
 
We recognize that the optimal learning environment for children is one in which they are 
learning from their teachers and fellow students in person. We also recognize the value 
of the unique role our campus plays in the education of our students. To the best of our 
ability, and in accordance with official health guidelines, we will seek to provide as much 
on-campus instruction as possible for all students.  
 
WIS will ensure appropriate social and physical distancing measures to the fullest 
extent possible on our school campus. This includes:  
 

1. Classrooms and offices having adequate supplies to support healthy hygiene 
behaviors to include where possible: hand soap, hand sanitizer, paper towels, 
and trash cans.  

2. Hand sanitizing stations on campus.  
3. Minimizing the spread of COVID-19 spread including reducing the spread of 

respiratory droplets released when people talk, cough, or sneeze, by maintaining 
six (6) feet, where possible, of separation between and among students and staff 
members in meeting spaces, hallways, and exterior school grounds whenever 
possible.  

4. When possible, limiting class size and limiting mixing of groups.  
5. The utilization of larger non-classroom areas such as cafeterias, libraries, etc.  
6. The installation of floor markings and signage.  
7. WIS may install physical barriers as necessary, and signage publicizing policies 

as needed to stop students from gathering in large groups before, during, and 
after the school day, however, must not hinder any need to evacuate the campus 
in cases of an emergency.  

8. Designated space for conducting in-person parent and guardian meetings (e.g., 
Individualized Education Plan conferences) with students and staff members if 
needed.  
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Flexibility and Adaptability  
 
We recognize that any plan that we design to respond to external health conditions 
must be flexible and able to adapt to circumstances beyond our control. Our 
overarching goal is to create a continuous learning structure that is durable enough to 
adapt to possible future coronavirus infections while still allowing us to maintain as 
much on-campus instruction as possible.  
 
 

ENHANCED HEALTH AND SAFETY MEASURES 
 
 
The following are the enhanced health and safety measures WIS has put into place for 
school year 2020-21:  
 

● Personal Protection Equipment (PPE) for all employees.  
● Required face coverings (masks and/or shields) for ALL persons ALL of the time 

except when medically limited or physically isolated. 
○ BANDANAS are unacceptable face coverings and will not be tolerated.  
○ Face masks with inappropriate symbols/printing will not be acceptable.         

These include references to profanity, drugs & alcohol, violence, sex and           
gang affilitations.  

○ Teach your child how to properly use and remove a face mask.  
○ If using fabric masks, ensure that your child’s mask is cleaned regularly.  

● Plexiglass barriers and hand sanitizer stations in the front office, counseling 
offices, registrarʻs office, and cafeteria.  

● Amplified cleaning practices for all high touch surfaces and high traffic areas- see 
detailed guidance on the CDC website regarding cleaning and disinfecting 
surfaces.  

● Increased signage and guidance posted around the campus to encourage social 
distancing, hand-washing, and decreasing the spread of germs.  

● Regular bathroom checks to ensure soap and towel dispensers are filled, along 
with having an ample supply of toilet paper.  

● Rotational school schedule to limit the students on campus per day.  
● Smaller class sizes to minimize the risk of transmission.  
● Staff to discourage the sharing of supplies and equipment.  
● Restricting nonessential visitors, volunteers and activities.  
● Three lunch periods to minimize students in the cafeteria at one time. 
● Sack/”Grab and Go” lunch for all students.  

 

12 



ENHANCED SAFETY PROCEDURES 
 
During the school day, if a student is identified as ill or having a fever, parents/guardians 
will be notified and are encouraged to pick their child up within one (1) hour. Students 
will be placed in an isolated area and monitored. Any student sent home from school 
should be excluded from school until symptom-free for at least 24 hours (ideally 72 
hours) without the use of medication.  
 

If a student or employee has either tested positive for COVID-19 or has been identified 
as a close contact or household member to someone who has tested positive:  
 

● The Department of Health (DOH) will conduct an investigation, and those 
individuals involved will be directed to a 14-day home quarantine.  

● The DOH will work with the school principal if it is identified that someone 
(student or staff) at the school is affected.  

● The DOH will send a letter to the principal with start and end dates of an 
individual’s quarantine or isolation. The affected individuals will also receive a 
letter from the DOH notifying them once they have completed their quarantine 
or isolation.  

● It is the employee's responsibility to notify his/her supervisor if not working at 
a school site.  

● The principal (or designee) will contact the Communications Branch to assist 
with communication to the school community if COVID-19 affects the school, as 
they have a template letter to ensure consistency of messaging.  

● Further information can be found on the HIDOE’s Office of Facilities and 
Operations’  

❖ Confirmed Case of COVID-19 School Closure document. 
 
Break/Lunch:  

● Social distancing must be maintained during break and lunch.  
● Lunches will be served and picked up from the cafeteria.  
● Lunches will be eaten in the cafeteria or outside areas where social distancing 

may be maintained. 
● Morning recess has been replaced with morning break.  Breaks will allow for 

students and teachers to get fresh air, use the restroom and get their bodies in 
motion. Social distancing will be strictly enforced. 

○ Please keep all personal sports equipment at home 
○ Gathering in groups and socializing will be monitored and not be allowed  
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CLASSROOMS & FACILITIES 
 
 
Front Office Access: 

● Please follow all signage prior to entering. 
● All visitors must wear a face mask and will be temperature checked and vetted 

prior to being serviced. 
● Priority will be given to visitors with appointments 

 
Classroom Setup:  

● Classrooms will be set up such that social distancing (minimum six feet apart, 
where possible) is maintained.  

● Taped markings will be on the ground and/or walls in high traffic areas 
designating six feet spaces, where possible.  

● All desks must remain forward-facing and are not allowed to be repositioned to 
maintain social distancing at all times.  

● Individual and Shared Classroom Supplies  
○ No sharing of electronic devices, supplies, or learning materials unless 

cleaned after each use.  
 
Outdoor Areas: 

● Students should remain socially distanced when on campus. Walkways have 
been marked for directional foot traffic and walls have been labeled to show 
where students may wait for classes.  

● It is highly recommended for all students to bring reusable water bottles as all 
water fountains have been shut off.  

 
 

BEHAVIOR & CHAPTER 19 
 
 

HIDOE Chapter 19 rules apply to both face-to-face and virtual sessions.  
 

● Face-to-face sessions:  
○ We will follow the expectations for school wide behavior and referral 

procedures as usual.  
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● Virtual sessions:  

○ Verbal warning, contact parent, notify Counselor and/or Administration.  
○ Possible (immediate) removal of the student from the current video 

conferencing session or cancellation of the video conference.  
○ Possible ban from all virtual sessions. 
○ Refer to HIDOE Technology Responsible Use Guidelines. 

 
 

PLATFORMS FOR COMMUNICATION 
 
 

Channel Audience Description/Access 

Email Faculty, Staff, Parents & 
Students 

Email will be used for all 
major communications and 
announcements. 

School Website General Public All current information 
regarding Covid19 and 
WIS actions/responses will 
be posted in a timely 
manner 

School Messenger Faculty, Staff & Parents School Messenger will be 
use for mass 
communication regarding 
new events and updates 

School Landline General Public All calls will be vetted and 
referred to the appropriate 
staff for timely response. 
Messages left will be 
returned as soon as 
possible 

School Marquee General Public General Announcements 
and Updates 
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ONLINE ONLY OPTION FOR STUDENTS 
 
 
WIS understands that families may have situations regarding student and family safety 
at home and are unable to send their child to school to prevent undue risk and 
exposure. 
 
Families who choose this option will be offered an online, computer-based curriculum.  
While WIS staff will monitor for module completion, there will be no direct instruction 
from WIS faculty. This option will require consistent parental monitoring and 
supervision. Families who choose this option must understand, the onus for module 
completion will be on the home and non-completion will result in course failure. 
 
Families who choose to keep their child home will be allowed to return to face-to-face 
instruction only at the start of a new grading period (quarterly). Mid-quarter re-entry will 
be prohibited. 
 
If you are planning to keep your child home, please complete the following survey: 
 

https://bit.ly/WISParentSurvey 
 
The online only student is required to:  

1. Maintain communication with the appropriate WIS staff as directed.  
2. Check email and messaging through Google Classroom to maintain 

communication with designated WIS personnel.  
3. Finish his/her coursework by the end date of the quarter/semester/year (same as 

face-to-face students)  
 
We understand that distance learning is still new to the school and presents significant 
challenges to students and families. Therefore, it is important for families to establish 
good habits and routines for successfully transitioning students to this return to campus 
plan. We strongly encourage that you follow these recommendations.  

● Establish a daily routine and hourly schedule. Students should stick to a set             
schedule that closely mimics a typical school day. This can include the            
morning routine before coming to school (waking up, brushing teeth, eating           
breakfast, etc.). When it’s time to start schoolwork, schedule start and end            
times for each block or subject with breaks included. Each class follows a daily              
schedule. Ask your child’s teacher for a copy of that schedule, and adapt it to               
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the home routine. Parents should also take time at the beginning and end of              
each day to talk to their child about their expectations throughout the day.  

● Take periodic “screen breaks”. Students should take a few minutes periodically           
(every 20- 40 minutes) to look away from their screens. Use this time to get up,                
stretch, hydrate, or use the bathroom.  

● Maintain an “unplugged” recess and lunch schedule. On a typical school day,            
students are given at least 10 minutes of recess and 30 minutes of lunch, both of                
which take place away from any electronic technology or devices. Students           
should try to maintain this routine at home as well. This will be particularly              
important for those students who are using computers to do most of their work.  

● Establish a designated study area. Having a good environment is a critical part of              
successful learning. Students should have a designated study area in a common            
area of the house and NOT in their bedrooms. The area should have a table or                
desk with plenty of space. It should be comfortable and free of distraction.             
Siblings should have their own separate study areas away from each other so as              
not to distract or interfere with each other’s work.  

● Check your email throughout the day. Email will be the primary mode of             
communication with families from the school. This includes assignments, notes,          
and instructions. It is therefore important to check email frequently, especially           
first thing in the morning.  

● Video conferencing protocol. When students are either joining in on a live            
classroom or recording an assignment, they should have an area with a blank             
wall or neutral background to maintain the privacy of your home.  

Best Practices for Distance Learning  

● Be diligent. Students should complete work in a timely manner as though it             
were a typical assignment. Students and parents who treat distance          
learning as a “vacation” will struggle adapting to this new format.           
Maintaining a regular work routine will be critical for success.  

● Be responsible. Students should stay focused on the task at hand. They            
should be free from distractions. Consider denying access to games, toys,           
and other items that might hinder their focus. When working on devices,            
students should stick to the task at hand, avoid multitasking and being on             
their phone.  

● Be healthy. Students should take care of themselves physically,         
emotionally, and mentally. Practice good hygiene. Eat healthy. Get a good           
night’s sleep. Exercise.  

● Be interested. Learning is more than just mental. Social-emotional needs of           
the child are just as important as academics. To that end, take time at the               
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end of each day to debrief the day with your child, asking specific questions              
to help understand how they are doing.  

● Be proactive. We understand that these protocols may be difficult for some            
of you to establish with your children. Please do not hesitate to            
communicate with your teachers via email about how your children are           
adjusting and if there are any difficulties that you are facing.  

 
 

OUR MOST VULNERABLE STUDENTS 

Consideration for face-to-face instruction will be given to all students. However, IDEA            
and identified ELL-NEP students are considered our most academically vulnerable          
students. These students will be given the opportunity to have face-to-face instruction            
five days a week. Care Coordinators and Counselors will work with these students             
and families to ensure that instruction and social distancing health guidelines can be             
followed with health and welfare for all as a primary focus.  
 
 

THE IMPORTANCE OF FAMILIES 
 
 
Families play a vital role in maintaining safety on campus. The number one safety 
measure during this time is to keep a child home if they are sick. We want to work with 
families to support their child’s adherence to safety measures while they are on campus 
as well as at home. To support this effort, in addition to our return to campus plan, we 
have also created a student handbook with helpful information and materials to help 
students transition back to campus.  

We understand that there are families with higher risk members in their households. As              
a community that prioritizes health and safety, we must all do our part to adhere to state                 
health recommendations and regulations to control transmission and potential future          
outbreaks. When possible, we would like to discourage older people, like our kupuna,             
especially those with underlying medical conditions, from dropping off or picking up            
students.  

Moreover, there may be times when we ask families to comply with broader safety 
measures and we greatly appreciate your cooperation in this regard.  
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SCHOOL COMMUNITY RESPONSIBILITIES 
 
 
All members of the Waipahu Intermediate School community have a shared 
responsibility to prevent the spread of illness when they are aware or suspect that they 
have contracted a communicable disease.  
 

It is imperative that all members of our school community remain committed to the 
safety policies and procedures listed in this and future communications to help keep 
students, staff, and faculty safe. By enrolling your child at Waipahu Intermediate School, 
you agree to the following requirements:  
 

➢ Follow Federal, State, and Local Orders. All families are expected to adhere to             
the directives of applicable federal, state, and local government health          
departments, including the CDC, regarding social distancing in public and other           
measures to reduce the spread of COVID-19.  

➢ COVID-19 Testing and Notification. If your child or someone in your household            
tests positive for COVID-19, you must notify the Administration as soon as            
possible. You are also required to work with the Department of Health so they              
may begin their contact tracing procedures.  

➢ Stay Home if Sick. If your child is sick, you are expected to keep them home 
from school. If your child is exhibiting these symptoms, please keep them home: 

❏ feverish or unusually warm (has flushed cheeks) 
❏ coughing/sneezing 
❏ sore throat 
❏ shortness of breath/difficulty breathing 
❏ headache/stomach ache/nausea 
❏ unusual muscle pain/fatigue 
❏ new loss of taste or smell 

➢ Stay Home if Exposed. If anyone in your household has been notified by the 
State Health Department that they were in contact with an individual infected with 
COVID-19, you are asked to notify the Administration. Based on the 
circumstance, you may be asked to keep your child home from school for 14 
days. During this time, your child will be able to continue classes via distance 
learning (online).  

➢ Travel. Please avoid unnecessary travel. If your child has traveled outside the            
state of Hawai‘i, you are required to notify the school and keep your child home               
for 14 days. If anyone in your child’s household has traveled outside the state of               
Hawai‘i and has tested positive for COVID-19, you must also keep your child at              
home for 14 days. Your child will continue classes via distance learning (online).  
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➢ Face Masks. All persons (students/employees/visitors) entering Waipahu       
Intermediate will be required to wear a face covering when entering. Persons            
who are medically unable to wear a face mask will be required to use a face                
shield. Send your child to school with a face mask everyday as they are required               
to be worn at all times when on campus.  

➢ Hygiene. Practice and reinforce good hygiene practices at home, in particular,           
the importance of frequent handwashing.  

➢ Students’ Personal Items. Ensure your child(ren) has all need supplies while 
also limiting excess items your child brings onto campus each day. Discourage 
the sharing of food, supplies and other items with other students.  

➢ Medical Forms; Emergency Contacts. Parents must complete and submit all          
required student medical forms i.e. Emergency Card within the first week of            
school. Parents must provide at least one (1) emergency contact who is able to              
pick your child up from the school within one (1) hour of receiving a call from the                 
school if your child presents with a temperature or becomes ill during the school              
day.  
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